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suggestion/4 was a favorite one with the Tsar. The Hague
Tribunal owed its origin to him. On July 27 he had written
to Sazonov:
I will receive you tomorrow at six o'clockt An idea has
come to me and, not to lose time which is golden, I am
communicating it to you. Why do we not try, after coming
to an understanding with France and England, and after-
wards with Germany and Italy, to propose to Austria that
she submit her conflict with Serbia to the examination of
the Hague Tribunal? Perhaps the moment is not yet lost
before' irreparable events occur. Try to take this step
today; before your report [to me tomorrow] in order to gain
time. In me hope for peace is not yet extinct.75
This letter of the Tsar's is one of many evidences of his
sincere desire to use every means for preserving peace. But
Sazonov paid no attention to it. Instead, he was counting
on bluffing Austria into a diplomatic retreat by the threat
of partial mobilization, and at the same time carrying on
the extensive measures of the "Period Preparatory to War"
which would facilitate a more speedy general mobilization.
While the Tsar was making this proposal of the Hague
Tribunal, his Minister of Foreign Affairs was instructing his
agents abroad to telegraph all information about troop
movements, was rejecting in advance any moderating in-
fluence to be exercised at St. Petersburg, and was assuring
Montenegro that Russia would not be indifferent to Serbia's
fate and therefore Montenegro should coordinate her policy
with that of Serbia.76 But there is no likelihood that, even
if he had taken the step requested by the Tsar, it would
have had any success. Austria would certainly have re-
jected it, and the Kaiser's note on it in Chelius's report
was: "Nonsense/' A little later, "Nicky" seeing that Sazo-
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